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(54) Anastomosis instrument 

(57) A surgical instrument for performing an anasto- 
mosis includes a housing having a proximal end and a 
distal end; a shaft extending from the housing distal 
end; and a disposable loading unit configured and 
dimensioned to retain a plurality of surgical fasteners, 
the disposable loading unit extending from the shaft and 
forming a juncture with the shaft, the disposable loading 
unit including: i) opposed split-sections pivotably con- 
nected to facilitate movement of the opposed split-sec- 
tions between open and closed configurations, the 
opposed split sections being movable through a firing 
stroke from a first position to a second position and back 



to the first position to form a plurality of surgical fasten- 
ers: and ii) a pivot lockout member including a latch por- 
tion which extends between the opposed split-sections, 
the latch portion including a contact surface which inter- 
acts with a corresponding surface formed on at least 
one of the opposed split-sections to retain the opposed 
split-sections in the closed configuration, wherein upon 
return of the fastener pusher member to the first posi- 
tion from the second position, the pivot lockout member 
is displaced relative to the opposed split sections to an 
unlocked configuration. 
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